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Outcome of the Thirteenth Meeting of the  

Expert Working Group on Response on the Shore  

(EWG SHORE 13-2016) 

Introduction  

0.1 The Thirteenth Meeting of the HELCOM Expert Working Group on Response on the Shore (EWG 
SHORE 13-2016) was held on 22 September 2016 on board M/S Viking Grace.  

0.2 The Meeting was attended by representatives of Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, 
Poland and Sweden (Annex 1). 

0.3 The Meeting was welcomed by Ms. Sonja Dobo, Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB). 

0.4  The Meeting was chaired by Ms. Sonja Dobo, Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) and 
Chair of EWG SHORE (summer 2015-end of 2016). Ms. Susanna Kaasinen, Agri-Environment Coordinator of 
HELCOM Secretariat, acted as secretary of the Meeting. 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

Documents: 1-1 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the agenda of the Meeting as contained in document 1-1. 

Agenda Item 2  Matters arising from other HELCOM activities of relevance to EWG 
SHORE 

Document: 2-1 

2.1 The Meeting took note of the Outcome of RESPONSE 21-2016 (document 2-1). 

Agenda Item 3  Recent developments regarding on-shore response 

Document: 3-1, 3-1-add 

3.1 The Meeting took note of documents 3-1 and 3-1-add containing information on national 
developments regarding on-shore response in Sweden, Poland and Finland. 

3.2 The Meeting discussed the template for reporting national developments. The Contracting 
Parties found that it is difficult to define how far past they should report. This depends also on how often to 
report. In general, the template was considered good support for reporting. The group suggests to the 
Response group to replace “past” with “recently finalized”.   

3.3 In addition, the Meeting took note of the following information on recent national and regional 
developments of relevance for EWG SHORE: 

- Denmark: There are plans to develop response on the shore including investments in small vessels 
and containers. These used to be rented from different companies. Now they are to be incorporated 
into the response system. Financing is not yet fully confirmed.  Experience from a recent incident 
showed that there is a need for 18 small vessels and 14 boats. They will be bought this year and 
should be operational next year. 
 

- Estonia: The budget shrinking because an EU project is ending. There is close cooperation with a 
volunteer group with special equipment for on shore response. Some effort is still needed to get the 
equipment connected to Estonian standards. Problems with logistics have been identified.  A 
scenario has been made to see the Estonian capacity and need for help from other countries.  
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- Finland: document 3-1-add   
 

- Germany: The five coastal states are working together on sea and shore response. Updating the 
national strategy is ongoing and focused on maintaining the current standards. The contingency plan 
is in place. There have been around 65 exercises at sea and on shore. Strategic planning for 
equipment is finalized. Last year, vessels were bought to reach shallow water. Three big all-terrain 
trucks were bought for collecting waste from the shoreline and transporting heavy equipment. 
Health and safety standards are being updated. Containers have been bought. This year there will be 
one new vessel for the area near the river Ems. There are plans to replace two high sea-going multi-
purpose vessels in the next five years. Work for OWR framework for the five coastal states is ongoing. 
The goal is to have a framework plan so that all states would have the same approach. 
 

- Latvia: Participated in Balex Delta 2016 after which a lot of gaps were identified in terms of expertise 
and equipment. Some issues have been fixed and equipment bought. Also plans for next years. The 
State Fire and Rescue Service does not have its own vessels but cooperates with other organizations.   

- Poland: document 3-1  

- Sweden: document 3-1 

 

Agenda Item 4  Revision of the HELCOM Response Manual Volume III 

Documents: 4-1, 4-1-add 

4.1 The Meeting took note of the revised HELCOM Response Manual Volume III (response to 
pollution incidents on the shore) (document 4-1). Finland informed the group that some small changes have 
been made according to Outcome of HELCOM RESPONSE 21-2016. 

4.2 The Meeting agreed on the following changes:  

- to replace the term “sub region” with “HELCOM Response Cooperation Zones” 

- to replace in the introduction “shore-based oiled wildlife response” with “oiled wildlife response on 
the shore” 

- to replace the word “shoreline” with “on shore” 

- to remove from chapter 1.4 the parts about Tier-3 approach since it is not used anywhere else in the 
manual as well as to remove the expression “shoreline and wildlife” 

- to define in chapter 2 “national” as “carried out by one contracting party only” and add to the last 
sentence the name of Annex 2 

- to check reference to the correct annexes 

- to check the expression “wildlife protection” and the whole chapter 4 on exercises to find the correct 
expressions harmonized with the Manual I 

4.3 The Meeting decided to consult the Response group on the following topics:  

- To keep, delete or amend the bullet point in chapter 2 about considering international aspects when 
carrying out SCAT? 

- Will a multiannual HELCOM RESPONSE Exercise Plan mentioned in chapter 4.3 be developed and 
should it remain in the Manual? 

- How should updating the Manual be addressed in the Manual?  
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4.4 The Meeting discussed the missing information in Annex 1 “On-shore response equipment” and 
requested Denmark and Estonia to send the missing information to Finland (heli.haapasaari@ymparisto.fi) 
and the Secretariat (susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi) by 13 October 2016. The Secretariat will contact Russia 
and Lithuania to inquire after the missing information. If information cannot be sent the sentence 
“information could not be delivered” will be added under the country headline. 

4.5 The Meeting considered the filled in country fact sheets in Annex 2 and requested Denmark, 
Estonia and Latvia to send the missing information to Finland (heli.haapasaari@ymparisto.fi) and the 
Secretariat (susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi) by 13 October 2016. The Secretariat will contact Russia and 
Lithuania to inquire after the missing information. If information cannot be sent the sentence “information 
could not be delivered” will be added under the country headline. 

4.6 The Meeting invited the Secretariat and the Contacting Parties to look into the possibility to find 
a person to do a language review (correct terminology and grammar) for the Manual. 

Agenda Item 5  Future work 

Documents: 5-1 

5.1 The Meeting took note of the results from the evaluation questionnaire (document 5-1) and 
decided to form a drafting group consisting of Germany, Poland and Sweden to draft a proposal for a decision 
document for the RESPONSE 22-2016 based on document 5-1 and the discussion held at the meeting. The 
proposal will be circulated for EWG SHORE contacts by 13 October 2016. 

5.2 The Meeting discussed the continuation of work for response on the shore and identified a 
number of possible tasks that could be explored and prioritized further: 

- Ad hoc model was considered a weaker option than a working group since there would always be a 
need for someone to be active to start up the ad hoc group. It was also considered too slow an 
approach to react since it should be formed by the decision of the Response group.  

- IWGAS was suggested to be the model of the new on shore working group. The group could meet 
once a year and have a rotating chair. 

- Knowledge sharing and exchanging experiences on what has worked and what has not as well as 
identifying the right contact persons in each country was considered the most important part of the 
international cooperation. 

- Clear and realistic goal and concrete tasks for the group were emphasized. The chair and other 
members of the group should commit to working towards the goal and tasks. 

- Possible tasks suggested for the new group: sharing news on exercises and incidents, creating 
modules for on shore response, improving the flow of information within the Contracting Parties, 
inviting other Contracting Parties to a real shore exercise with evaluation, working on a 
standardized list on costs of equipment. 

Agenda Item 6  Any other business 

Documents: 6-1 

6.1 The Contracting Parties checked and updated the list of contacts for EWG SHORE (document 6-
1) as contained in Annex 2. 

6.2 The Meeting thanked Sweden for hosting the meeting and for excellent arrangements. 

6.3 The Meeting thanked Ms. Sonja Dobo for being an excellent chair for the group for the past 
three years. 
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Agenda Item 7  Outcome of the Meeting 

Documents: 8-1 

7.1 The Meeting adopted the draft Outcome of the Meeting (document 8-1).  

7.2 The Outcome of the Meeting has been finalized by the Secretariat and made available in the 
HELCOM Meeting Portal together with the documents.
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Annex 1 List of Participants 
Representing Name Organization Email address 

Chair Sonja Dobo Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) sonja.dobo@msb.se 

Denmark Martin Vendelbo Danish Emergency Management Agency (DEMA) mas@brs.dk 

Estonia Ivar Frantsuzov Estonian Rescue Board Ivar.Frantsuzov@rescue.ee 

Finland Heli Haapasaari Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) heli.haapasaari@ymparisto.fi 

Germany Jens Rauterberg Central Command for Maritime Emergencies jrauterberg@havariekommando.de 

Poland Maciej Grzonka Maritime Search and Rescue Service maciej.grzonka@sar.gov.pl 

Poland Erwin Mazur National State Fire Service e2erwinmazur@gmail.com 

Latvia Jānis Grīnbergs State fire and rescue service of Latvia janis.grinbergs@vugd.gov.lv 

Sweden Fredrika Lindholm Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) fredrika.lindholm@msb.se 

HELCOM Secretariat Susanna Kaasinen HELCOM susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi 
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Annex 2 List of nominated contacts for the HELCOM Expert Working Group on Response on the Shore (EWG SHORE) 
Representing Name Organization E-mail address 

Chair Sonja Dobo Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) sonja.dobo@msb.se 

Denmark Torben Iversen Defence Command Denmark  pol.con.den@mil.dk 

Denmark Martin Vendelbo Danish Emergency Management Agency (DEMA) mas@brs.dk 

Denmark  Danish Association of Fire Officers (FKB)   bni@fkbnet.dk 

Estonia Teet Koitjärv Environmental Board of Estonia teet.koitjarv@keskkonnaamet.ee 

Estonia Marit Mätik Ministry of the Interior marit.matik@siseministeerium.ee 

Estonia Ksenia Vihrina Estonian Rescue Board ksenia.vihrina@rescue.ee 

European Union Asta Mackeviciute European Commission, Directorate General for Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection asta.mackeviciute@ec.europa.eu 

Finland Heli Haapasaari Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) heli.haapasaari@ymparisto.fi 

Finland Ilpo Tolonen Kymenlaakson pelastuslaitos ilpo.tolonen@kympe.fi 

Germany Jens Rauterberg Central Command for Maritime Emergencies (CCME) JRauterberg@havariekommando.de 

Latvia Igors Urbanovics State fire and rescue service of Latvia igors.urbanovics@vugd.gov.lv 

Lithuania Igor Kuzmenko MRCC of the Lithuanian Navy igor.kuzmenko@mil.lt 

Poland Joanna Ignasiak  Ministry of Maritime Economy and Inland Navigation joanna.ignasiak@mgm.gov.pl 

Poland Maciej Grzonka Maritime Search and Rescue Service maciej.grzonka@sar.gov.pl 

Poland Erwin Mazur State Fire Service e2erwinmazur@gmail.com 

Poland Wojciech Wąsowski  Maritime Office in Gdynia wojciech.wasowski@umgdy.gov.pl 

Poland Magdalena Wesołowska Maritime Office in Szczecin mwesolowska@ums.gov.pl 

Russia Andrey Bryksin FBI "Marine Rescue Service of Rosmorrechflot" briksinay@morspas.com 

Russia  Natalia Kutaeva FBI "Marine Rescue Service of Rosmorrechflot" kutaevang@morspas.com 

Sweden Fredrika Lindholm Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) fredrika.lindholm@msb.se 
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Observer Vanessa Ryan World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Finland vanessa.ryan@wwf.fi 

Observer Katarzyna Pietrasik World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Poland kpietrasik@wwf.pl 

 

 


